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Woninal ALLENDE
DEFENJED Y FORD

Asserts Activities in ;chi'lé
Were ‘in Best Interests’*
of Chileans and U._s._ :'

By SEYMOUR M HERSH

Special to The New York Times }
| WASHINGTON, Sept. - 16-—"
IPresident Ford strongly defend-
led. tonight the clandestine use|’
of the Central Inteihgenca:
Agency to assist anti-Allende) |
forces in Chile, but he denied\
that the United States Govern-|
ment had any involvement-in
the bloody coup there last yea,r, X

The President, in his news|
.conference, contended that the|
C.I.A, activities were atithorized|
because “there was an effort!]
being made by the Government|
of Salvador Allende to destroy|
opposition news media and toj
destroy  opposition  political
parties,” He said this was some-
thing all governments did and
he defended it in principle, |

Earlier, The New York Times
learned that the staff of a Sen.
ate Foreign. Relations subcom-
mittee had recommended that
charges of contempt of Con-
gress be placed against Richard
Helms, former Director of Cen-

'retired = Nixon Administra‘tion‘
officiais on the ground of mis-
leading testimony on the clan:

‘Certain Actions’ Cited
; Mr. Ford's statements , on|
Lichile were the first by a hlgh 1
IAdmlmstratmn official since
'newspaper reports a week ago
that the C.LA. was authorized|
to spend more than $8-million|
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Multinapional Corporations in{aid and international credits.)turned “over to the Justicé De- "‘I‘certainly’b‘vili press for
the spring of 1973, _The allegations against theipartment for possible prose-|propriate action,” he said. *
:None. of the: men named: inifive Nixon-Administration. offi-|cution... " b 7S imatter what, if a guy is cau
the!subcommittee téport neould|tinls Stem fiom their téstimony "The' Senats. Foreign Relations (lying to a Congressional he
be reached immediately for at highly publicized hearing_s Committee has scheduled a ing, there ‘has.to be some k
rity,” Mr. Ford said. [Ques-/comment, o ., . linto a reported attempt by offi-|closed executive session tomor-|of action.” '
tion 7, Page 22.] . { In his news conferenée Yo:|ciald of the Intérnational Tele-|row t5 discuss, ‘among other| Qther Foreign Relations Ct
He added that he had been|night, President Ford defended|phone &'Telegraph Compaty to|matters, what to do about ap-|mittee sources - said, howey
“reliably” informed that “Com-|the Nixon Administration’s de-|Seek to interfer in Chile’s do- parently misieading testimony |that it was unlikely - that
munist, nations spend . vastly|cision to intervene clandestine-|mestic poiitics. o provided to the Church sub. |y committee would imme
mmore money than we do for the(ly in 1970 in Chile, declaring| - Mr.. Korry'.and Mr;: Meyer| comumittee. - ately agree to press for c
same kind of purpose.” that the newly elected Marxist|both téstified that the United| In an interview, Senator, tempt of Congress or perjt
The C.LA. effort in Chile, the|Government there made an “ef- States had continued its policy|Clifford P, Case, Republican of |citations against the witness
President said, “was made in|fort to destroy: the opposition|of "‘°nmtervent1qn toward Chile Nev}' Jersey and a ranking Mi~ Far more important, the sour
this case to help and assist the|media and to destroy opposition|after Dr, Allende’s elections. It|nority member of the commit-|said, will be an attempt to
preservation  of  opposition/political parties.” was that testimony, sources|tee, declared, “There'll be a termine who in the Nixon #
newspapers and electronic me-| Such intervention was needed,]sa‘d' that‘]ed to the' staff rec- serious question as to what the ministration influenced the va
dia and to preserve opposition|Mr. Ford said, because the Com:{0mmendation that coritempt and|committee ought to do.” . . |ge officials, including »
olitical parties,” munist nations spend vast —in_the case of Mr. Meyer— Mr. Case refused to discuss Helms, to be less than canc
“I think this is in the best{amounts of money” in similar|Possible perjury charges . be specifically - his personal reac-/before the Church  subco
nterests of the people in Chile activities, } *.:jconsidered.. o ogo . [tion to the staff report. « .mnittee, -
nd certainly in our best' in- The stalf report, written byl The testimony that led to the e e R —————
erest,” he added. - 1Jerome I, Levinson, chief coun-|recommendation that Mr. Helms T ——
Mr. Ford’s account of the[sel of the subcommittee, was|be charged with contempt. and|
ype and purpose of the inter- prepared last week at the re-|Possibly perjury and:‘Mr. Broe
ention in Chile differed in|quest of Senator Frank Church,|With contempt was apparently
art, at least, with that pro-|Democrat of Idaho, who js|provided to the subcommittee
ided to Congress last April by chairman .of the*subcommittee,;at _classified briefings, .sources
illiam E, Colby, the present|Details of Mr. Levinsen’s 're-|said. ' oo
ead of the C.LA, port, which was distributed to| Mr. Church, in an interview
Mr, Colby testified  that|subcommittee members over the last week, said he had author-
350,000 was authorized by|weekend, were provided to The|izéd a'staff review to deteétmine
1e 40 Committe ,the secret!New York Times by a Senator's|if the testimony should be
igh-level intelligence review|office. . : |
anel headed by Secretary of| At issue Is-the discrepancy
ate Kissinger, to bribe mem-|between 'the “testimony “pre-
rs of the Chilean Parliament| sented to the subcommittee
late 1970, shortly before the last year about the clandestine|:
rliament - ratified | MritcAL{ rolg 'of the. C.I A, i Chile #nd
nde's:election, .. o lirecent news reports indicating
The report by’ the staff of ajthat  the intelligence. agency
nate subcommitte ‘reportin-| had been authorized to spend]:
Ived'a different aspect of the /more: than $8-millioh" ‘from
pute over Chile—allegations| 1970 to 1973 in a covert at.
at: high:ranking: officials-- of | tempt to “make it ' impossible
2 Nixon' Administration | de.; for: the Chilean President, Shi-
erately - misled-'the’ 'Senate. | yador' " Allende ‘Gossens, to
The, sources: said: that, :be/ govern,, R
es Mr.. Helms, the . report) " In addition, souges said, et
ed Charles A. Meyer; former| subcomittee - stAff "reborg !
sistant Secretary of State for| cited: Mr. -Hennessey’s ' swern
er-Ametican Affairs, Edward('testimony that the Nixon Ad-
Korry, Ambassador:to Chile ministration's - économic : sands
m 1957:0:1971; and William tions against Chile were based
' Broe, i rmerﬂ*{diq;ectop“«.rof”‘.exclusi‘vely‘ on- lower .icredit
idestine ™ activities : for - the| rating- after Dr. Allende’s. elec-

governments, does -take certain
actions in the intelligence fiald
to help implement foreign ‘pol-
icy and protect national secu.
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in America, -
ir, “Helms,” Mt meyer. Jandj|.Kissinger, ‘then President Nix-
. M. Hennéssy, former; As-| on’s adviser ;for national se-
ant. Secretary. of itheTreast{curity:: affairs,’ had personally{
: for “International 'Affairs, hedded “aiy " interagency :panel
report’said,”> might “have (that*decided ‘shortly. aftet Dr.
imitted perjury.in testiviony /Allende’s  electign- in.:1970:"to
ore - the . Subcommittee:: on ‘attempt toicut off all ‘economic',
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